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lnguiry into the Narth Sea inowdent, wa publicly amnounced at the
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the decision
t commiitted no hosa!

arnissfon,” recogmize unammously that

missioners being of Ahe opiian that there were not, peither among the
fighing boars or i their vicinity tarpedo boats, the opeting of fire
Ly Adiniral Kujostve

was oot justified.”

M

1
Phe decizion furdh the Russin 4 onmnissioney did not share
i Lhe latter opinan,
“lay any event, the decision coptinmu ‘the Commissioners are gl

to recognize upanimously thay Admirs! Rojeatvensky  personally il
all he could, Irom the conpmeneement (o L [ prevent the raw-
lers from being the object of fire by the Russian squadron.”

Congerning the squadron’s procecding without assisting the diamag
od trawlers the decision savs:

“The Compmissioners are unanbmous, under the cirenmstances pre-
ceding dnd following the eident, that there wis sucli uncertainty con-
cerning the danger to the squadron to warrant Admiral Rojestvensky
in continuing his route., However, the majority regrets that the Ad-

enil,

| miral did not heform the deighboring maritiine powers of what had oc-

curred.”
The decision coneludes as followa:

“The Commissioners deelitre that their views as lormulatedl, are not

seritiments of hgman
s squadron,”

\dmiral Rojesivensky and the personnel of

Other imteresting features of the decision are as Tollows:
Admieal Rojestvensky, alter leaving Reyal, 100 greatest precan-
Lions Lo |!I"|'|lall'|' s viesu ik L inl'l.u- i lul'in'nin ulbigk ».;-ljllp\ 'I'Ill.'\!l&:'llt,
whether sailing or at anehor | Tige reports of Russlian agents regarding
vatious tarpedosboat attsceks seemed 1o Justify these

the last two divisions, as evenls |nru\rl|. in proximity of the customary
fishing groomd of the Holl pawlers, sumbering about thirty, and
spreading over several miles. The evidence of Britsh withesses proved
that the trawlers carried regulation lights, followed the usual fishing
rules and were divected by their commodore by means of conventional
rockets, The leading divisions of the squidron, including Adimiral
Voelkersum's, passed the trawlers unsuspectingly,  Admiral Rojest-
vensky's division, the last, noticed green Hares, really a fishing signal,

Admiral Rojestvensky ordered his ships to open fire, on the result of
which rests his responsibility,
The Admirals signed the dogument in the [ollowing order:
Spaum, Fournier, Doubusoff, Beanmont and 1Javis. _
The closing session of the commission presented a brilliant scene,
The spacious salon of the Foreign Office was crowded with prominent
officials, members of the diplomatic corps, inclafling the Russian, Brit-
ish and American Embassadors, members of the Japanese Legation,
officers of the army and navy, Judges of the highest French courts and
the wives and other relatives of members of the commission, Contrary
to expertation, the Admirals forming the commission did not wear full
uniforms, but appeared in ordinary civilian dress, |
Admiral Fournier, president of the Commission, read the decision
amid an impressive silence, the spectators following it minutely, The
general impression among the audience was that the decision was in
the nature of a compromise, as the majority approved the British con-
tention that no torpedo boats attacked Admiral Rojestvensky’s squad-
ron, and that, therefore, his opening fire was not justificd, and as the
majority approved the Rusgian contention that Admiral Rojestvensky
acted according to his heliof, even though mistaken, and therefore his
action did not reflect upon his military valor or sentiments of humanity,
Admiral Fournier closed the commission with a speech of thanks to
its members, e gald tha cach of them would return Lo his countyy
bearing ns o recompense for his labors thie legitimale satisfuction of
duty well accomplished.  They leit hehind them a profound impression
of estecm for the devotion inwhich the difeale sk had Lbeen perfopmed,
A significant exchatige ol remarks wis made by Sir Fdward Frye,
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both speaking in the most amicable and eulogizing the arbitration,
Sir Edward said:

“This is one of the most important events ever brought before un in-
ternational court,  All should feel gratified at the satisfactory resulis
attained.”

The speaker closed with the famous quotation from John Milton:
“Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war,”

Rear-Admiral Charles H, Davis (United States) said, concerning the
decision

“The conclusions scems to me to be equitable, They are formulated
in a manner to satisfy the legitimate desire of the two parties, and mark
an important step in the solution of international conflicts.”

Admiral Baron yon Spaun, in behalf of the Admirals, thanked Ad-
miral Fournier for his courtesy and France for her generous hospitality,
and  requested Admiral Fournier (0 express the commissioners’
sense of gratitude to President Loubet and Foreign Minister Delegsse,
The sitting lasted half an hour,
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